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Key Strengths 
 
1. Social studies is a strong and an improving area of the curriculum. 
 
2. Most staff prepare well and learning and teaching in the classroom is generally of a high 

standard.  Subject specialists at the secondary stages are knowledgeable and enthusiastic 
about their subject area. 

 
3. Most children and young people are motivated by and enjoy their learning in social studies. 
 
4. Overall, most children and young people are achieving well.  In the senior phase, the social 

subjects are popular choices and most young people are progressing well from prior levels 
of attainment.  Levels of attainment are generally in line with other subjects.   

  
5. Overall, plans for the senior phase are generally in place in most schools and social 

studies have a central place. 
 
6. Across all sectors, staff are increasingly confident in using the social studies experiences 

and outcomes in planning learning and teaching in the broad general education.   
 
7. Staff are beginning to develop approaches to ensure learners have a more coherent 

experience within and across the organisers.  In best practice, staff develop a clear 
rationale for areas of study, common approaches to skill development and, where 
appropriate, broad themes and concepts underpinning overall social studies programmes. 

 
8. In some secondary schools, staff are planning more integrated learning experiences as 

they seek to provide a more coherent experience for young people.  There is still too much 
variation in the quality and effectiveness of these experiences. 

 
9. The use of interdisciplinary learning, drawing from experiences and outcomes across the 

social studies and other areas of the curriculum is increasing, particularly at primary stages.  
In a number of secondary stages, staff also use interdisciplinary learning approaches to 
provide breadth of learning before young people specialise in the senior phase. 

 
10. Most staff are planning more active, innovative learning journeys drawing on relevant 

contexts.   
 
11. Increasingly, children and young people work collaboratively within social studies.  Staff 

skills in using cooperative learning techniques are improving. 
 
12. Staff are developing a good understanding of how the four contexts of learning contribute 

to children and young people’s development in social studies and related broader areas of 
citizenship and enterprise.  They are beginning to plan across these four contexts.   

 
13. Staff are increasingly using the local environment and wider community for learning and 

are extending partnerships to support learning within social studies.  This is engaging 
learners more effectively. 

 
14. Schools are taking much better account of the Scottish dimension as they develop new 

programmes of learning.  This is starting to impact on learners’ understanding and sense of 
Scotland’s development as a nation.



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aspects for development  
 

1. More work is required in schools, across clusters and beyond to help staff understand, 
translate and cluster the experiences and outcomes into a more detailed progressive 
programme for the development of knowledge, understanding and skills in social studies 
from 3 to 15. 

 
2. Transition arrangements need to be developed further in the context of social studies to 

support effective progression.   
 
3. Skill progression, in particular, needs to be more carefully planned and tracked, for 

example developing a better sense of chronology, good mental mapping, progression in 
critical thinking and analysis.   

 
4. Schools need to continue to develop approaches to assessing and recording progress in 

social studies.  Opportunities to develop a shared understanding of standards through 
moderation activities are developing but there is scope for improvement.  Across the broad 
general education in social studies, assessment information is not robust enough.   

 
5. There are issues around breadth of coverage in relation to ‘people in society, business 

and economy’ which is affecting learners’ development of political literacy skills.  At the 
early years and in primary stages, staff do not always plan for breadth well enough in this 
aspect of the social studies curriculum.  In secondary schools factors include the lack of 
clarity as to the contribution of business education staff and, in around 20% of schools, no 
modern studies specialist.  

 
6. Secondary schools should ensure that early subject choice and specialisation is not 

impacting on young people’s breadth of learning in social studies.  Their entitlement to 
experience all of the experiences and outcomes up to and including the third level should 
be met.   

 
7. Staff would benefit from more professional development focused on social studies.  At 

the early years and primary stages staff would benefit from more opportunities to develop 
their knowledge across all of the subject areas within social studies.  Staff at the secondary 
sector would benefit from widening their knowledge and understanding across each of the 
social subjects.  The opportunity to train and register in more than one would be helpful. 

 
8.  Staff who are not specialists but teach social studies through the medium of Gaelic would 

benefit from development on core aspects of social studies. 
 


